Carol Eve M. Moon, MD
2702 Pearl Howlett Rd
Longmont, CO 80504


October 15, 2010
Dear Michael;

According to the Colorado attorney general’s office and the POST  (Peace Officers Standard Training) manual, 2 hours minimum are devoted to “Interaction with Special Population” and 8 hrs minimum are to be devoted to “Risk assessment”.

I have copied these parts of the manual but they may not be sent due to the computer language of the document.

They have just revised the curriculum and it is going to the attorney general’s office in December for approval.  According to one of the heads of a Colorado academy, they are reducing the risk assessment hours to 4 instead of the meager 8 they now have.

Would you like me to contact each of the academies in Colorado (19) to see how many hrs they devote to training in mental health issues?  So far I have only been able to speak to the attorney generals office and 2 of the 19 Colorado Academies;
Jim Stewart at Northeast Colorado Regional Police Academy and John Holsten (?so) at Arapahoe Community College Law Enforcement Academy.

Hope this helps.

Carol Eve


D.	Interaction with Special Populations General Learning Goal: The student will understand the laws protecting the rights
of persons with disabilities in order to serve all individuals to whom the law apply.
Specific Performance Outcomes:
1.	The student will describe and explain behavior that may be indicative of persons with special needs requiring peace officer intervention. These persons include but are not limited to the mentally ill, the elderly and the physically impaired.
2.	The student will identify the key provisions that impact on law enforcement of the following federal and state laws enacted to protect the rights of persons with disabilities including: a.	C.R.S. 27-10-102 and 27-10-105.
b.	Americans with Disabilities Act
C-17
(Required Minimum Hours: 2)3.	The student will recognize indicators that could lead an officer to believe an individual is:
a. b. c.
a danger to self dangerous to others gravely disabled
4.	The student will identify specific provisions of the law which apply to persons with disabilities concerning public access and the use of service animals.
5.	The student will define the role of a peace officer when interacting with a person with a disability.
Required Source Material Only:
Colorado Revised Statutes, 27-10-101 and 27-10-105 Americans with Disabilities Act
E.	Risk Assessment Response	(Required Minimum Hours: 8)
General Learning Goal: To train knowledgeable peace officers who can identify persons with mental illness and to handle situations involving persons with mental illness properly.
Specific Performance Outcomes:
1.	The student will learn how de-escalation of emotion reduces the likelihood of further violence through the use of “verbal containment” which may allow safe, successful resolution of potentially violent incidents.
2.	The student will be able to identify behaviors of psychological disorders and the relationship between disorders and non-responsive contacts.
3.	The student will be able to demonstrate and employ the Threshold Assessment and Response Procedure (isolate, contain, assess, respond) when responding to persons in crisis.
4.	The student will be able to identify appropriate communication skills for dealing with people in crisis.
5.	The student will be able to classify risk factors for suicide and homicide in crisis situations.
Recommended Source Material Only: Colorado Regional Community Policing Institute, Crisis Intervention Training
C-18
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