State Requirements (Updated October 2010)
Police Academy Training

 Mental Health/Illness Awareness Issues

In alphabetical order several states responded to my inquiry:

1. Alabama – 4 hours titled “Responding to Persons with Mental Disabilities” 

2. Alaska - State does not require any training around mental health awareness issues 
3. Arizona - Currently there are 2 hours devoted to mental illness awareness
4. California – 8 hours called “Persons with Disabilities”. It is a POST Learning Domain #38
5. Colorado – 2 hours on “Interactions w/Special Populations” & 8 hours “Risk Management” (currently due to be reduced to 4 hours in 2011)
6. Connecticut –4 hours called “Special Needs Population”. One hour is on mental illness. State Police get 2 hours on M.I. & another 2 hours every 3 years
7. Florida - 40 hours of training that encompasses all disabilities
8. Georgia –50 minutes are required in the area of Mental Illness awareness training
9. Hawaii – No requirements
10. Idaho – 5 hours
11. Illinois – State requires 4 hours of training in the academy around mental illness awareness issues
12. Indiana – 6 hours on persons with autism, mental illness, addictive disorders, mental retardation, and developmental disabilities. Also, missing endangered adults
13. Iowa - No requirements for police academy training on this issue.

14. Kansas – 2 hours

15. Kentucky- 12 hours that encompass all disabilities
16. Louisiana - 3 pages taught in conjunction with all other disabilities
17. Maine – 7 hours in academy then 2 more In-Service starting in 2011
18. Massachusetts – 16 hours encompassing all special populations
19. Michigan – 3 hours on mental illness
20. Minnesota - 8 hour POST requirement
21. Mississippi – 4 hours
22. Missouri – 8 hours (recently raised from 4)
23. Montana – 20 hours on mental health issues
24. Nevada – 8 hours (POST)
25. New Hampshire –16 hours
26. New Mexico – 12 hours (but all 9 academies have 16 hours)
27. New York – 16 hours required course
28. North Carolina - 8 hour course called “Individuals with Mental Illness or Mental Retardation”
29. North Dakota – 8 hours (POST) 
30. Ohio – 16 hours as of 8/2006 that encompass all disabilities. This is an increase of 12 hours
31. Oklahoma – 4 hours
32. Pennsylvania – 2 hours
33. Rhode Island – 4 hours on mental illness
34. Tennessee – 8 hours
35. Texas – 24 hours called “CIT/Mental Health”
36. Utah –4 hour POST Course called “Introduction to CIT”
37. Wisconsin –16 hours called “Crisis Management”
